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despite previous commitments to the EU to buy 25 percent of its electricity from renewable energy sources, the total contribution to the EU

from power-generating facilities located in the country will fall short of the target by 21 percent. In his ministerial statement on 18 May,
Minister of Energy and Water Cesar Abou Chaoun said that, based on partial information, Lebanon had decided that its renewable energy

contribution would drop by 22.4 percent and not reach the 25 percent target. The new share of the renewable energy in the total energy mix
will be limited to the amount generated by hydroelectric dams in the country and 3.7 percent generated by solar and biomass. In his

statement, Abou Chaoun added that by the end of 2011, the country would have increased the proportion of renewable energy in electricity
production by 33.3 percent, from 3.2 to 4.5 percent. "The deficit represents a percentage of the total volume of electric power produced by the

country at the end of 2011," according to Abou Chaoun. The cabinet minister reported that "the cabinet will review the plan again by end of
2011 and report back on any necessary changes." The plan to achieve the target was formed in the agreement between Lebanon and the EU

following the second round of the special donor conference on energy in 2006. The target was to produce the equivalent of 30 percent of
Lebanon's energy from renewable sources by 2010. The result, however, was 28 percent. However, the minister pointed out that the country
had set an even higher target: "at the current rate, Lebanon will reach 33 percent by the end of 2011. "Electricity produced by hydroelectric

dams accounted for the first-level share of renewable energy. This share should rise to 4.5 percent by the end of 2011. Abou Chaoun said the
cabinet had established a committee to determine the modalities for achieving the target. "The committee will also decide on the increase in

production of electricity by hydroelectric dams. This proposal is already under
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