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organization of the brainstem and of the spinal cord. The
thalamus plays a central role in the development of the

brainstem as well as in the organization of the spinal cord.
However, the development of each nucleus within the thalamic
region is well characterized, yet the relationship between the

developing axon terminals of these nuclei is still unknown. The
characterization of these axon terminals is especially relevant

for their role in the signaling of sensory inputs through the
thalamus and in mediating signals that trigger sensory-motor
connections. We review here the development of the sensory
inputs in the thalamus and of the motor neurons of the spinal
cord, and we review the neural development in the thalamus
and the spinal cord, with special emphasis on the role of the
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cord. The role of the thalamus is emphasized, in particular, by
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