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molecular epidemiological studies. Historically, molecular epidemiology has been restricted to the use of DNA fingerprints. The process of DNA fingerprinting gives a snapshot of the population which is static and provides
only a minimal insight into population dynamics. More recently, a number of molecular epidemiological techniques have been developed, based on the use of random chromosomal mutations such as restriction fragment
length polymorphisms (RFLPs) and variable number of tandem repeats (VNTRs). These techniques allow the monitoring of the dynamic aspects of a population such as the possible spread of epidemic strains. Restriction

fragment length polymorphisms and VNTRs are mutation-specific, whereas the RFLP fingerprinting technique is more general, i.e
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