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the piece is a wonderful contrast to the first danzon, the danzon no. 1,
which is quite angular. mrquez's version is lyrical, a contrast that is
achieved with different sections of the orchestra. in this arrangement,
the danzon is played by a string quartet, a group of woodwinds, a
string sextet, and a soloist on piano. in the original piece, the
woodwinds were doubled with the string sextet and the piano. i wrote
this arrangement because it is such a wonderful contrast to the
previous danzon. the piece begins with a dance-like movement that
has an almost funky feel. in contrast to the angular, percussive sound
of the danzon no. 1, the danzon no. 2 is characterized by lush, more
melodic sounds. if you played the two pieces back to back, they would
make a wonderful contrast. the main theme of the danzon no. 2 is
played by the soloist. the piece has a dark, mysterious vibe to it, and
each variation reflects the mood of the original theme in some way.
the piece is accompanied by a string quartet and a pianist, and there
are some sections where the brass is doubled with the string quartet.
our version will be dedicated to the international danzón dance
contest, which takes place in december at the palace of sports and
culture in the calle 20 de septiembre in mexico city. we will also be
presenting our version at the festival lo nuestro de danzon (which
means “our danzon”) in mexico city in the second week of january
2019. the festival will take place in the palace of culture and art and in
the palace of sports and culture.
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